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You don’t start with 
the foundation.

You start with 
the � nancing.
Picking the perfect spot to build 
your dream home is important. 
Which way does the sun come up 
in the mornings? Where are the 
best views? Where does the shade 
fall in the afternoons?

Answering these questions starts 
after you call us. We understand 
the ins and outs of buying and 
building and can help turn your 
dreams into the lifestyle you’ve 
always imagined.

Visit our website for more 
information or to apply online.

• Fixed-rate construction-to-
perm fi nancing

• Small or large tracts of land
• Home purchases or construction
• Home improvements
• Mortgage refi nancing
• Barns, fences and outbuildings

Loans for land, homes & living.
910-652-5551

carolinafarmcredit.com

NMLS 
#410620

Ag,  Home & L and L oans /  Appraisals  /  Financial  Planning 
Crop & L ife  Insurance /  L e asing

2186 US HWY 220 N
Ellerbe, NC 28338

910-276-5886

12420 McColl Road  •  Laurinburg, NC 28352  •  floors.galore@yahoo.com 

Doing away
with dining rooms
Formal dining rooms are no longer 

as coveted as they once were. 
Family dinners, if they manage 

to be at home, are now just as likely 
to be served in the kitchen or in 
another space, such as on the patio 
or in the living room while watching 
television, as they are in formal dining 
rooms. Trendy homeowners have 
begun to ditch dining rooms in favor 
of using the space for other purposes. 
Homeowners with a passion for 
literature can outfi t the room with fl oor-
to-ceiling bookcases to turn one-time 
dining rooms into the ultimate library. 
Those who need a bit more family 

space can use a dining room as a 
family room, outfi tting the room with all 
storage nooks, a fl at screen TV and 
a comfortable couch to make it more 
inviting. Because dining rooms are 
often located next to the kitchen, the 
removal of walls can make expanding 
the kitchen even easier. If their 
kitchens are cramped, homeowners 
can look into ways to spread out into 
the space allotted for the dining area. 
There are many ways to repurpose 
dining rooms so they are functional to 
homeowners’ specifi c needs, especially 
if those needs do not include formal 
dining areas.
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Home renovation projects 
can help homeowners 
transform their homes into 

their own personal oases. But such 
transformations do not typically 
come cheap, costing homeowners 
tens of thousands of dollars 
depending on the scope of the 
project. 
Each year, Remodeling magazine 
releases its “Cost vs. Value 
Report,” which helps homeowners 
determine which projects are 
likely to provide the best return on 
investment upon selling a home 
and which are less likely to deliver 
substantial returns. For example, 
in 2015 homeowners who added 
wood decks to their homes could 
expect to recoup nearly 81 percent 
of the cost of that project at resale, 
while those who remodeled a 
home office recouped less than 50 
percent of the cost of that project 
at resale.
The cost of home renovation 
projects and the potential return 
on investing in such projects is a 
big consideration for homeowners. 
But even those working on tight 
budgets can find ways to save 
without resorting to lower quality 
materials or poor workmanship.
Work with salvaged materials. 
The cost of materials can be 
considerable, but homeowners 
can cut those costs by choosing 
salvaged materials for their 
projects. This may only be an 
option for DIYers, as some 
contractors refuse to work with 
salvaged materials for fear of 
liability down the road if the 
materials do not hold up. Salvaged 
materials benefit the environment 
because they are reused rather 
than discarded, and homeowners 
can even support Habitat for 
Humanity by buying their salvaged 
materials from one of the nonprofit 
organization’s ReStores, which 
sell used furniture, appliances, 
accessories and materials.

Do some of your own dirty work. 
Even if you are not a seasoned 
DIYer, you can save some money 
on labor costs by performing some 
of your own demolition work. Such 
DIY demo work is best left to 
exterior projects, such as breaking 
up an old sidewalk or discarding an 
old deck. When you take your DIY 
skills to your home’s interior, you 
run the risk of making serious and 
costly mistakes, such as damaging 
plumbing or demolishing a load-
bearing wall.
Consider labor-friendly projects. 
Labor accounts for a substantial 
amount of renovation costs, so 
if your budget is especially tight 
consider projects that are less 
labor-intensive. Such projects 
might not be as glamorous, but 
they can make great investments. 
For example, the “2015 Cost vs. 
Value Report” found that replacing 
existing entryway doors with 20-
gauge steel units cost slightly 
more than $1,200 but provided a 
better than 100 percent return on 
investment. Tend to such minor 
projects for now while saving for 
larger, more expensive projects.
Comparison shop and exercise 
patience. Much like you might 
comparison shop when purchasing 
a new appliance, comparison shop 
when looking for a contractor as 
well. Ask for estimates in writing 
from each contractor you speak 
with, but be careful not to choose 
a contractor based strictly on the 
estimate. You want a contractor 
you’re comfortable with and who 
understands your vision, not just 
one who’s coming in at the lowest 
price. In addition, contractors are 
typically more flexible with pricing 
during their offseason, which 
means winter in many regions. 
Home renovation projects can be 
costly, but homeowners need not 
bust their budges to get the home 
of their dreams.

Cost-cutting 
measures for your 
renovation project

In 2015 homeowners who 
added wood decks to their 

homes could expect to 
recoup nearly 81 percent 
of the cost of that project 

at resale, while those who 
remodeled a home office 

recouped less than 50 
percent of the cost of that 

project at resale.
— ‘Cost vs. Value Report in 

Remodeling magazine
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NO
CREDIT

REFUSED
Prices and offers effective Mar. 15 - 28, 2016

216 Hwy. 52 S. • Wadesboro
704-694-4178

Mon-Wed. 9am - 6pm • Thurs. 9am - 7pm
Fri. 9am - 6pm • Sat. 9am-5pm

R

see store for details

5pc Queen  
Bedrooms    

   $698
5 pc Queen bedrooms include headboard, 

footboard, rails, dresser & mirror
save on king too

milan
880121/22/119/20 2 

co
lo

rs

sugar palms 880712/13
SOLID MAHOGANY

dawson 880123/24

  SAVE up to
40190

reg. $899.90 
-$1099.90

As winter wears on, it’s not uncommon 
for people living in cold weather 
climates to experience some cabin 

fever. Winter weather confines many people 
to their homes, making many antsy to get out 
once the first signs of spring begin to appear.
In addition to contributing to cabin fever, 
winter weather can have a negative impact 
on indoor air quality. While air pollution 
is something most often associated with 
densely populated cities, the air inside 
homes is not immune to pollution, especially 
during long winters when windows are often 
closed for months at a time. Though open 
windows in spring and summer can vastly 
improve indoor air quality, there are ways 
to ensure that air stays fresh and healthy 
regardless of which season it happens to be.

1. Clean the floors. 
Dirty floors are one of the chief contributors 
to poor indoor air quality. Dust, dirt, pollen, 
and pet dander can accumulate on floors, 

leading to poor air quality and potentially 
aggravating respiratory conditions such as 
asthma. When vacuuming, use a vacuum 
with a HEPA filter, which is a uniquely 
designed mechanical air filter that traps 
harmful particles such as pollen, pet dander 
and dust mites. When you finish vacuuming, 
mop floors to gather any dust or allergens 
that escaped the vacuum.

2. Control indoor air moisture. 
Moist air is great for dust mites and mold, 
both of which are very bad for humans, so 
do everything you can to maintain healthy 
levels of indoor air moisture. Dehumidifiers 
can reduce indoor air moisture and control 
allergens, but it’s important to take additional 
steps as well. When bathing, try to keep a 
bathroom window open on a slight crack to 
prevent mold growth. When preparing meals 
in the kitchen, make use of your exhaust fan. 
In addition, don’t overwater houseplants, as 
they can become breeding grounds for mold.

3. Resist synthetic fragrances. 
A home that smells good tends to feel 
more pleasant, especially during winter 
months when windows are closed. But 
synthetic fragrances, such as those 
found in detergents and air fresheners, 
may be providing that welcoming scent 
at a heavy cost to a home’s inhabitants. 
Such fragrances may be emitting various 
chemicals, including volatile organic 
compounds, or VOCs, into the air, affecting 

indoor air quality and possibly even human 
health. When buying laundry products, 
look for those that are fragrance-free, also 
choosing home cleaning products that do not 
include any artificial fragrances. 
Indoor air quality tends to suffer in colder 
months, when windows are closed and 
doors are open only briefly. But homeowners 
can take a handful of simple yet effective 
steps to ensure the air in their homes is 
healthy all year long.

3 ways to improve indoor 
air quality all year long

Mopping after vacuuming can remove any 
lingering allergens and improve indoor air quality.
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February 26,  2015 STEALS & DEALS SOUTHEASTERN EDITION www.stealsanddealsonline.com PAGE 17

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS NEXT MONDAY AT NOON

NORTH CAROLINA’S NEWEST
STOLL TRAILER DEALER!

SCOTLAND FEED 
AND GARDEN
1705 US HWY 15 401 

BYPASS SOUTH 
LAURINBURG, NC 28358

991100--227766--55665533 OR 991100--333311--66441144

VERY OLD CHURN, POTTERY, $85;  CAR
RAMPS, $25;  SHOP VAC $20;  LOTS OF
CHICKEN COLLECTABLES;  JEANS, $5,
LOTS LADIES & KIDS, LIKE NEW OR NEW;
SEAGROVE   336-873-1006

ITEMS

*10% DOWN PLUS TAX TAGS & PDI OAC

30049 HWY 151, MCBEE SC  29101 877-805-3658
843-335-8829 www.brownrvsuperstore.com

CHECK 
OUT OUR
HUGEHUGE

PREOWNED
INVENTORY!

AATT  BBRROOWWNNSS  
RRVV  SSUUPPEERRSSTTOORREE!!

DDOONN’’TT  WWAAIITT,,   CCAALLLL TTOODDAAYY!!

MON-FRI 9AM - 6PM  SAMON-FRI 9AM - 6PM  SAT 9AM - 5PM   T 9AM - 5PM   CLOSED SUNDACLOSED SUNDAYY

RRV SHOW PRICESV SHOW PRICES
GOING ON NOW!!! GOING ON NOW!!! 

2266 FFTT 245N 227788 FFLL
1985 PLYMOUTH 22000022 AARRTTIICC FFOOXX 22000033 CCOOUUGGAARR

BARGAIN
OF THE YEAR!

SALE - $19,995
WAS $29,396

DISCOUNTED! SALE-$9,995
WAS $13,995

ONLY
$129

PER MONTH

SWEET
!!!

GET IT NOW!NICE!

ONLY
$9,900

NOW!

CALL NOW! SALE - $2,995
WAS $3,995 LOOK!

SALE - $8,900
WAS $12,800 SWEEEET!

SALE - $10,995
WAS $13,950

LOOK
& 

SAVE!

SUPER
LOW

PRICE!

WON’T
LAST
LONG!

AARR--OONNEE2211RRRR TTOOYYHHAAUULLEERR2233 FFBBSS
22000022 OOUUTTBBAACCKK 22001144 GGRREEYYWWOOLLFF 22001144 SSTTAARRCCRRAAFFTT

HUGE
HUGE 
DEAL!

DEAL,
LOOK
HERE!

COOL
SALE
SAVE 
HERE!!!

STK# BOO25 SALE - $15,995
WAS $19,105

WOW!!!! SALE - $19,995
WAS $32,826

STK# 06178B SALE - $10,500
HUGE SAVINGS HERE!

225555 BBUUNNKK HHOOUUSSEE TTOOYYHHAAUULLEERR TTRRAAIILLEERR,, 77XX3366
22001133 CCOONNQQUUEESSTT 22001144 VVEENNGGAANNCCEE 11998899 EENNCCLLOOSSEEDD

ALL PAYMENTS ARE WITH APPROVED CREDIT.

VEHICLES VEHICLES

424 HWY 1 SOUTH • ROCKINGHAM, NC

Rex’s Floor Covering

Visit our website to see more selections and products: www.rexsfloorcovering.com

FFRREEEE  LLaammiinnaattee  
UUnnddeerr llaayymmeenntt     

WWIITTHH  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  OOFF  550000  SS//FF  OORR
MMOORREE  OOFF  IINN  SSTTOOCCKK  LLAAMMIINNAATTEE
CCAASSHH  &&  CCAARRRRYY OONNLLYY!!

VINYL REMNANTS
$39 & UP

20 YR LAMINATE $1.49 S/F
6 COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM! RROOLLLLSS  OOFF  CCAARRPPEETT  IINN

SSTTOOCCKK,,   SSEEVVEERRAALL  CCOOLLOORRSS  &&
SSTTYYLLEESS  TTOO  CCHHOOOOSSEE  FFRROOMM!!

1166’’44””  WWIIDDEE
VVIINNYYLL

IINN  SSTTOOCCKK!!

991100--889955--55992222

MENTION STEALS & DEALS
FOR 5% OFF ANY PURCHASE!

PPEEAACCOOCCKK’’SS
VVIINNTTAAGGEE  PPIICCKKSS

3005 HWY 301 S.
LATTA, SC 29565

MON
WED

THURS
FRI
SAT

4-6

10-6

SUN  2-5
843-845-2287

TUES CLOSED

POTTERY - FURNITURE

ANTIQUES - BOOTHS AVAILABLE

C
O
L
L
E
C
T
A
B
L
E
S

G

L

A

S

S

MENTION
THIS AD

FOR 
15% OFF

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
ODDS & ENDS, FURNITURE; NEW & USED ITEMS

5444 US HWY 1 SOUTH 
VASS NC 28394

919-928-3640
THURS, FRI,
SAT 10AM-5PM

00 FORD CROWN
VIC, POLICE 
INTERCEPTOR,
159K, $3,500
910-844-9663
910-374-8291   3/12

26 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM, FOR SALE, 
SEVERAL MAKES & MODELS, ALL NEED
WORK OR PARTS, BUY WHOLE CAR FOR
$600, CALL LEE AT
843-665-5000   2/26

MMAARRTTIINN  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE  FFAACCTTOORRYY OOUUTTLLEETT

LARGELARGE
SELECTION OF SELECTION OF 

BEDROOM SUITESBEDROOM SUITES
SEVERALSEVERAL IN STIN STOCK OCK 
TTO CHOOSE FROM!O CHOOSE FROM!

NEW ADJUSTABLE BED!

AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  IINN  
QQUUEEEENN  OORR  KKIINNGG

FFIITTSS  MMOOSSTT  AANNYY  
SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  BBEEDD  FFRRAAMMEE

MARTIN FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET

1367 HWY 74 WEST 
WADESBORO

704-694-4854
www.martinffo.comYOUR “GO TO” PLACE FOR APPLIANCE PARTS!

MMEENNTTIIOONN  SSTTEEAALLSS  &&  DDEEAALLSS  &&  SSAAVVEE  55%%!!
FINANCING AVAILABLE IN STORE OR BY BASIC FINANCING INC.

SMALL ANTIQUE
WALNUT SIDE
CHAIR, NEEDLE
POINT SEAT, GC,
ASKING $30
910-673-3337   3/5

CHICKEN BIDDIE
CAGES, HANG ON
WALL, $20 EA OBO
910-740-2595   3/26

TRAILER SALES 
AND TRUCK 

ACCESSORIES

950 S. HANCOCK ST (US 1 S)
ROCKINGHAM, NC 28379

JCSTRAILERSALES@GMAIL.COM

STORAGE BUILDINGS
RENT TO OWN

W/NO CREDIT CHECK

BEST SELECTION OF USED APPLIANCES IN ROCKINGHAM
STOVES * REFRIGERATORS * WASHERS * DRYERS

(90 DAY WARRANTY ON ALL APPLIANCES - ICEMAKERS EXCLUDED)

WE ALSO OFFER:
LARGE ASSORTMENT OF TRUCK ACCESSORIES

SPRAY IN BED LINERS * TOW DOLLIES
UTILITY & CARGO TRAILERS

PHONE: 910-817-7863 * FAX 910-817-9348

Find more super easy ways to save
at TogetherWeSave.com

Superheroes come in 
all shapes and sizes. 
Lucky for you saving 
energy doesn’t require 
superpowers.
By simply using more 
efficient settings on 
your ENERGY STAR 
qualified appliances, 
saving energy is easy 
- no cape required.

Homeowners who enjoy entertaining 
frequently sometimes host overnight 
guests. While many hosts and 

hostesses have spare bedrooms for 
overnight or long-term guests, many others 
do not. But those among the latter group 
willing to get a little creative can fi nd more 
places for overnight guests to rest their 
heads.
Sofa: Living room or den sofas can double 
as bedding for overnight guests. As a 
short-term solution, a night or two on the 
couch can be comfortable enough. Be sure 
to cover the sofa with freshly laundered 
sheets and provide those amenities one 
would expect in a guest space. Access 
to a television, a reading lamp, a fan for 
some white noise and a table on which to 
place a phone or alarm clock are helpful to 
have. Such items will make guests more 
comfortable. If your living room or family 
room has a door that can be closed, this will 
help create more privacy for guests.

Convertible bed: Marketed frequently 
under the brand name Murphy Bed, 
convertible beds can incorporate sleeping 
options into rooms with limited space. This 
furniture essentially is a bed that folds 
vertically or horizontally into a frame. When 
closed, the bed can look like a decorative 
storage closet or armoire. Some convertible 
beds come with bookcase accessories 
to expand storage space and also make 
the piece look like a more cohesive unit. 
Designers also have experimented with 
these beds, and some transform from a 
desk or even from a low-lying bookshelf or 
bench into a bed.
Sofa bed or chair: Sofa beds and chairs 
have a fold-out bed nestled beneath their 
cushions. Depending on the size of the 
couch, a twin, full or queen-sized bed may 
be housed within. Sofa beds vary in regard 
to their comfort levels, so prospective 
hosts should investigate their options to 
ensure guests have the most comfortable 

sleeping situations possible. A bed in a 
couch can turn an offi ce or living space into 
a guest sanctuary in a matter of minutes. In 
addition, some sofa beds also have extra 
space built within for storing blankets and 
pillows. Many popular furniture retailers 
offer couch brands that can be equipped 
with a bed. And if space is especially tight, 
consider a convertible chair that has a twin-
sized bed tucked away.
Bunk beds: Bunk beds may seem like 

child’s play, but they make great use of 
vertical space. Share a kid’s room with your 
son or daughter and let the guest take your 
own bedroom. Otherwise, equip a home 
offi ce with bunk beds and have two more 
sleeping spaces available.
Accommodating guests when you don’t 
have a guest bedroom can take some 
creativity, but those willing to think 
outside the box can fi nd options that don’t 
compromise guests’ comfort.

How to create extra
space for guests

Invest in a sofa bed and you will always have an extra spot for overnight 
guests to use.
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Our Mobile 
Banking Puts Your 
Bank In The Palm 

Of Your Hand!

MeMber

FDIC

24 Hours A Day!

Our Mobile Banking Puts Your Bank 
In The Palm Of Your Hand!

LUMBEE
GUARANTY
BANK

www.lumbeeguarantybank.com

24 Hours A Day!

Our Mobile Banking Puts Your Bank 
In The Palm Of Your Hand!

LUMBEE
GUARANTY
BANK

www.lumbeeguarantybank.com

Ground EffEcts

No Job Too big 
or Too Small!

Call JordaN Today 
for your frEE ESTimaTE!

(910)217-0860   |   (843)862-2471

• General & Designer 
   Landscaping
• Lawn Care Service
• Landscape Design

• Hauling & Delivery
• Backhoe
• Mulch
• Gravel

• Driveways/Pavers
• Lighting System
  & much more!

Reclaimed wood adds instant
appeal to home projects
Repurposing salvaged wood is 

a popular trend in the home 
improvement industry. Not only 

can using salvaged wood give a home a 
one-of-a-kind look, but it’s a handy way 
to incorporate the three Rs of green
living into your lifestyle: reduce, reuse 
and recycle.
Reclaimed wood is often used in fl ooring, 
beams, wall treatments, and doors, but 
it also can be turned into furniture or 
home accent items. Reclaimed wood 
adds warmth and historical interest to a 
home’s decor that newer materials may 
lack. Although fi nding wood that can be 
salvaged takes time and some legwork, 
such efforts can quickly pay off. Many 
businesses are now devoted to reclaimed 
timber, which can help make the process 
of fi nding and using salvaged wood
even easier.
Homeowners considering reclaimed 
wood may be interested to learn that 
such wood can serve various functions 

aside from benefi tting the planet.
Match old-growth wood. New 
regulations may prevent certain species 
of trees from being cut down. That 
means it can be challenging to match 
old wood in a home, particularly if you’re 
looking to maintain historical value and 
authenticity. Relying on salvaged wood 
items can alleviate this concern, ensuring 
that you can fi nd rare woods that are no 
longer available brand new.
Salvaged wood has character. It’s 
diffi cult to mimic the natural age marks 
and character that older wood may have. 
Instead of being raised on farms, wood 
harvested decades ago probably grew in 
natural environments, making the wood 
both durable and strong. The color
and grain of salvaged wood may also
be unique.
Look at objects in a new way. Doors 
are versatile pieces of reclaimed 
lumber because they’re already fl at 
and rather large. Doors can be turned 

into headboards, tables or benches. 
Staircase or porch posts can be turned 
into candlestick holders, and wood 
shutters can dress up walls and provide 
a place to hang artwork and other wall 
items.
Reclaimed wood can be found 
everywhere. Most people do not have 
to look too far to fi nd wood they can 
salvage. Check salvage yards, landfi lls, 
dumpsters in front of older homes being 
renovated, or older, unused barns in rural 
settings. You also can collect driftwood 
or discarded shipping crates.
While some reclaimed wood can be used 
as-is, some pieces may require millwork, 
including sanding, cutting, shaping, and 
fi nishing. If you do not have these skills, 
you probably will have to hire someone 
who does.
The Internet is awash with ideas for 
putting salvaged wood to use. Get 
inspired and then fi nd the pieces that will 
fi t your project.

Salvaged doors, fences, shutters, beams, and 
so much more can be put to new use.



 The Robesonian, The Laurinburg Exchange, Richmond County Daily Journal  •  March 31, 2016 7

©2016 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

®BARGAINS    MONTHof 
the

March 2016

1599
4-Pk., 10.5W LED 
Dimmable Bulbs  
E 199 040 B4  While supplies last.    

Qt. Motor Oil  Choose from SAE 5W-30, 
SAE 5W-20, SAE 10W-30 or SAE 10W-40.  
H 161 649, 776, 780, 781 F6  While supplies last.

SAVE 35% or more 
YOUR CHOICE

349

10-Lb. Black Oil Sunflower Bird 
Seed  L 106 118 1  While supplies last.

20-Lb. Wild Bird Food  L 501 272 1
While supplies last.

SAVE 35% or more 
YOUR CHOICE

499
1,000-Lumen LED 
Flashlight  Includes 9
AA batteries.  E 180 900 B6
While supplies last.  

1999
HOT DEAL!

897
2-Pk., 71/4-In. 
Marathon® Saw Blades
R 205 673 B10  While supplies last.    

SPECIAL PURCHASE

799
18-In. x 30-In. Rubber 
Trellis Scraper Mat  W 172 167 B4  
While supplies last. Boots not included.    

HOT DEAL!

Only $4
per bulb

Pembroke Hardware Company
7331 Hwy 711
PO Box 1027

Pembroke, NC 28372
www.truevalue.com/pembroke

www.facebook.com/pembrokehardware
Sale ends 3/31/2016

Join at TrueValueRewards.com!Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value .

Treatment Options:

Our new Dialysis Center is now Open!
3595 US 15-401 Hwy. • mcColl, SC

843-523-6274
www.davita.com

Treatment Options:
* In-center hemodialysis
* Peritoneal dialysis (PD)
* Home Hemodialysis (HHD)
* Disease management
* Prescription management
* Insurance & Financial
   Management Support

00632253

McColl, SC

Our new Dialysis Center is now Open!
3595 US 15-401 Hwy. • mcColl, SC

843-523-6274
www.davita.com

Treatment Options:
* In-center hemodialysis
* Peritoneal dialysis (PD)
* Home Hemodialysis (HHD)
* Disease management
* Prescription management
* Insurance & Financial
   Management Support

00632253

McColl, SC

* In-center hemodialysis
* Peritoneal dialysis (PD)
* Home Hemodialysis (HHD)
* Disease management

* Prescription management
* Insurance & Financial
Management Support

Now offering a working  3rd Shift.

Did you know?
Fences can provide privacy and transform backyards into calming places 
to relax and unwind. But fences also may lead to disputes with neighbors 
if installation is not carried out with etiquette. Always place the fence within 
your property lines, which can be determined by examining a land survey 
for your home. Inform your neighbors of your intention to erect a fence, 
and give any concerns they might have substantial consideration. Face the 
more aesthetically appealing side of the fence outward to the street and 
to neighbors’ yards. In addition, maintain the fence once it is installed so it 
does not become a neighborhood eyesore that irks your neighbors.
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Few areas in a home can 
prove as perilous as 
bathrooms. The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
says every year around 235,000 
people over the age of 15 visit 
emergency rooms in the United 
States because of injuries suffered 
in bathrooms. The majority of 
these injuries — many of which 
require hospitalization — result 
from falls. 
Injuries sustained in bathrooms 
typically occur in and around 
bathtubs, usually when a person 
is getting in or out of the tub. Falls 
occur when people slip on wet 
surfaces or get dizzy and lose 
consciousness within the tight 
confines of the bathroom.
Although bathroom injuries 
are mostly associated with the 
elderly, anyone is susceptible 
to such injuries. Debilitating 
diseases, instability from an 
accident or injury or even impaired 
vision can trigger a bathroom 
accident. Thankfully, some 
minor modifications can make 
bathrooms safer for everyone.

Grab bars
Unsteady individuals may rely 
on towel bars or shower knobs 
to provide some balance when 
maneuvering around bathrooms. 
But such items were not designed 
to support a person’s weight and 
can be slippery, making grab bars 
the safer choice.
Look for bars with slip-resistant 
surfaces instead of chrome 
plating. Bolted-in bars that are 
fixed to the studs in a wall, provide 
more reliable support than bars 
that employ suction to stay 
connected to the wall.
Install the bars where they provide 
optimal leverage and stability, 
such as close to the shower and 
on each side of the toilet.
Chairs
A bath/shower chair can make 
bathing safer. Pharmacies and 
medical supply retailers carry 
these sturdy, plastic chairs and 
stools which can fit inside of a 
shower or tub. They enable a 

person to rest his or her legs 
and sit while bathing. When 
remodeling a bathroom, have a 
seating area built into the design 
of the shower enclosure so that 
the addition looks seamless.

Transfer bench
Many injuries occur when people 
are attempting to get in and out of 
the tub or shower, but a transfer 
bench can greatly reduce the 
risk of such injuries. The bench 
is placed outside of the tub, 
and users just sit on the bench 
and then swing their legs over 
the ledge of the tub rather than 
stepping over while standing.

Walk-in showers
Some homeowners are 
eliminating tubs from their homes 
altogether. A walk-in shower 
provides a barrier-free entry into 
the shower, making it safer for 
those who have difficulty stepping 
into and out of bathtubs.

Lever-style fixtures
Knob temperature controls on 
faucets can be challenging to 
grasp for people with arthritis or 
poor grips. Lever-style fixtures 
are easier to maneuver and can 
help prevent scalding. These 
levers also are easier for children 
to manage. The National Kitchen 
and Bath Builders Association 
recommends installing pressure-
balanced and temperature-
controlled valves in the bath and 
shower.

Forgiving flooring
Tile may be preferred around the 
bathroom, but it can be cold and 
slippery. Investigate other water-
resistant flooring materials that 
may be softer underfoot and offer 
greater traction. Rubber flooring 
made from recycled tires is one 
option that is gaining ground  for 
its practicality and sustainability.
Changes around the bathroom 
can alleviate many of the risks 
that contribute to the hundreds of 
thousands of injuries that occur in 
bathrooms every year.

Modifications to make bathrooms safer

This bathroom can be made safer with the addition of grab bars, a bath seat, non-slip flooring, and 
a transfer bench.

The home improvement 
market, which includes 
both improvements and 

maintenance, has rebounded 
considerably from its most recent 
low point in 2011. The Joint Center 
for Housing Studies (JCHS) of 
Harvard University indicated in early 
2015 that the upcoming year would 
surpass the $324 billion spent on 
improvements during the peak of 
the housing boom a decade ago. 
Even though homebuilding and the 
home industry in general is still not 
at complete recovery, trends within 
the home improvement industry 
do suggest that homeowners have 
once again become comfortable 
investing in their homes.

Did you know?
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Spring
A Touch of

Decorating

New again

Old

becomes

Upholstery ServiceDrapery

Wayne Dawkins
Drapery & Upholstery Services

627 East Broad Avenue
Rockingham, NC 28379
Call for an appointment

910.895.3222

2015 Best
Real Estate Company

List or Sell Your HouSe 
witH ConfidenCe

1102 e Broad Ave. rockingham, nC 
(910) 895-6960 

www.coldwellbanker.comPREFERRED PROPERTIES
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Spring cleaning is an annual tradition 
in many households. After a winter 
spent cooped up indoors, spring 

cleaning can rejuvenate a household and 
provide a great chance to rid a home of a 
season’s worth of clutter.
Donating old clothes and cleaning out 
the garage are popular spring cleaning 
projects, but there are a host of additional 
tasks homeowners can tackle to freshen up 
their homes this spring. 

Floors
Simply vacuuming or sweeping the fl oors 
might not be enough to banish some of 
winter’s most uninvited guests. Dust has 
a way of settling into a home over the 
course of a typical winter, and it’s easy for 
a home’s inhabitants to track dirt and debris 
inside as well. After vacuuming or sweeping 
fl oors, go over them with a mop. Doing so 
can remove any lingering dust, dirt, debris, 
and allergens the vacuum or broom failed 
to pick up. Apply wood cleaner and polish 
to wood fl oors to make them look even 
cleaner.

Baseboards
Though baseboards might not seem all that 
dirty, upon closer inspection homeowners 
might notice substantial accumulations of 
dirt and dust. Such dirt and dust many not 
be removed so easily, so homeowners 
might need to use hot water and a sponge 
to remove any debris that is clinging.

Curtains
Curtains also may have absorbed 
substantial amounts of dust, dirt and 
debris over the winter. This might be more 

visible near the end of winter when more 
sunlight begins to shine through. Clean the 
curtains in adherence to the manufacturer 
instructions before you open windows for 
the season so any wind that blows in does 
not spread debris onto nearby furniture. 
Once the curtains have been washed, 
opening windows may help them dry more 
quickly.

Bathrooms
Bathrooms also tend to bear the brunt of 
winter weather, as mold and grime can 
accumulate throughout a season in which 
it’s too cold to open bathroom windows 
to let fresh air in after bathing. Inspect 
ceilings, tubs, shower stalls, and fl oors for 
any signs of mold growth or grime. Mold 
growth in a home can lead to respiratory 
problems and exacerbate existing 
conditions such as asthma, so it’s best to 
inspect bathrooms for any signs of mold 
growth throughout winter. If you have let 
that slip, prioritize such inspections come 
spring cleaning time.

Furniture
It’s easy to overlook furniture when tackling 
spring cleaning, but dust and dirt can 
quickly accumulate on couches and chairs 
over the course of winter. When possible, 
vacuum furniture to remove any debris that 
might have accumulated while windows 
and doors were kept shut, and shampoo 
any cushions or seat covers that don’t pass 
the smell test.
Spring cleaning encompasses a host of 
tasks, and homeowners who want a truly 
clean house should not overlook smaller 
tasks that can produce big results.

Spring cleaning projects
you don’t want to forget

When cleaning their homes in the spring, homeowners should not forget to 
inspect their curtains, which can accumulate dust and dirt over the course of 
winter.
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Offer ends 6/30/16.

$0 Down, 0% Financing for 48 Months*
A.P.R.

Ready. Set. Save on 
Kubota’s RTV X-Series 

Utility Vehicles.

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2016

kubota.com
*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of new Kubota RTV X-Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from 
participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through 6/30/2016. Example: A 48-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 48 payments of 
$20.83 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document 
preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate 
financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del Amo Blvd., 
Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2016. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go 
to www.kubota.com for more information. Optional equipment may be shown.

Brooks Sales, Inc.
3144 Hwy 74 East

Monroe, North Carolina 28112
(704) 233-4242

Offer ends 6/30/16.

$0 Down, 0% Financing for 48 Months*
A.P.R.

Ready. Set. Save on 
Kubota’s Z700 Series 
Zero-Turn Mowers.

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2016

kubota.com
*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of new Kubota Z700 Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating 
dealers’ in-stock inventory through 6/30/2016. Example: A 48-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 48 payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be 
in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate financing may not be available with 
customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval. 
Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2016. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. Optional 
equipment may be shown.

Brooks Sales, Inc.
3144 Hwy 74 East

Monroe, North Carolina 28112
(704) 233-4242

M-F 7:30a-5:30p; Sat 8a-12p 
3144 Hwy 74 East • Monroe, NC 28112

(704) 233-4242
www.brookssales.com

M-F 7:30a-5:30p; Sat 8a-12p 
3144 Hwy 74 East • Monroe, NC 28112

(704) 233-4242
www.brookssales.com

www.kubota.com
*Kubota’s 2014 Limited Warranty applies. See us for details.

Optional equipment may be shown. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2014

www.kubota.com
*Kubota’s 2014 Limited Warranty applies. See us for details.

Optional equipment may be shown. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2014

*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of new Kubota RTV X-Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory 
through 6/30/2016. Example: A 48-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 48 payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers 
if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a 
higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del 
Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2016. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com 
for more information. Optional equipment may be shown.

*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of new Kubota Z700 Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory 
through 6/30/2016. Example: A 48-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 48 payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers 
if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a 
higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del 
Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval.  Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2016. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com 
for more information. Optional equipment may be shown.
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(910)  739-2235

2278 E. Powersville Rd. Lumberton, N.C. 28358
Call Today for your shrubs, annuals, vegetable plants, mulches, perennials and more!

YOU ARE WELCOME IN DILLON

Right in your back yard
-Newly renovated-

SCAN TO SEE 
OUR NEW 
DRONE VIDEO

Aprox. 22 miles • 141 W. County Club Rd. Hamer SC
No Tee time Call 843-774-3740

Fairmont GolF Course | 11979 nC Highway 130 Byp | Fairmont, nC 28340
910.628.1497 |18 hole open to public fairmontgolfcourse.com

Kole Kapp
910.331.5639

kole_kapp@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential,
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling, 
Signature Design & Manufactured Cabinetry

www.KappsCabinetry.com
00748405

After a few months of chilly 
temperatures, come spring, 
many homeowners are eager 

to throw open their windows and 
doors and breathe new life into 
their homes. Simple changes made 
now — even before the weather 
begins to warm up — can improve 
interior spaces and brighten the 
atmosphere of a home.

Go plant shopping. Research 
from NASA suggests adding at 
least one plant in your home per 
100 square feet is effi cient enough 
to clean air. Fresh foliage also 
makes a home feel warm and 
inviting. Watering
and misting plants introduces 
moisture into indoor air, which 
can make rooms overcome with 
dry air from heating systems feel 
comfortable. Just be sure to avoid 
overwatering plants, which can lead 
to mold growth. 

Swap out throw pillows. Accent 

pillows on beds and sofas are 
quick and inexpensive ways to 
add new bursts of color to rooms. 
You may be able to make over a 
room’s entire color scheme with 
new pillows. Invest in pillows that 
you can switch with each season 
so your decor will never look tired 
or dull.

Clean existing light fi xtures. 
Another way to brighten the mood 
in a home is to periodically clean 
light fi xtures to make sure they are 
working effectively. Spend time 
dusting them and cleaning off any 
accumulated debris. If need be, 
switch out old lamp shades for 
newer ones that let more light shine 
through. If inadequate lighting is 
a problem no matter how many 
lamps you have, consult with an 
electrician about installing more 
overhead and accent lighting.

Give rugs and fl oors a deep 
cleaning. Recirculated air may be 

full of dust and other microscopic 
particles that end up blowing 
throughout your home. Also, it’s 
easy to track in dirt and other 
materials on your shoes that 
become imbedded in carpeting. At 
least once a year, rent or enlist the 
surfaces of carpet and upholstery 

cleaners to give fl oors a thorough 
cleaning. You may be surprised at 
how clean and fresh a home looks 
and smells once rugs and carpets 
are deep-cleaned. You also can 
make a dry carpet cleaner using 
baking soda, corn starch and 
desired fresh herbs for fragrance. 

Sprinkle and then vacuum up after 
a few hours.

Color-coordinate bookshelves. 
Group all books with similarly 
colored covers together for an 
instant and eye-appealing look.

Simmer some homemade home 
deodorizer. In a large pot, boil 
water and some scented herbs, 
such as rosemary, citrus rinds, 
vanilla, or lavender. The aroma will 
waft through the home, creating a 
pleasing scent.

Invest in new window treatments.
Lightweight draperies or new blinds 
or shades can transform the look 
of a room. Be sure to keep curtains 
and blinds open during the day to 
maximize the hours of sunlight.
Homeowners can make some 
simple changes while they’re stuck 
indoors and reap the benefi ts when 
the weather warms up again.

Freshen up your home for the spring season

Fresh fl owers, new throw pillows and lightweight draperies are 
some easy ways to transform a home in time for spring’s arrival.
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ADJUSTABLE- OR FIXED-RATE LOANS

FHA, RURAL HOUSING AND VA LOANS 
 

CONSTRUCTION-TO-PERMANENT DWELLING LOANS

JUMBO LOANS

Whether this is your first time shopping 

for a home or you’re looking for great rates 

on refinancing, a First Bank mortgage 

expert can help you sort through the loan 

options available to find the best fit for 

your situation and needs.

Loans subject to credit approval. First Bank NMLS 474504.  Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC 

FAIRMONT  910-628-6311   |  PEMBROKE  910-521-9776 
LUMBERTON  910-671-6691  |  ST. PAULS  910-865-4113

FEATURING

LOCALFIRSTBANK.COM/MORTGAGE
TO LEARN MORE, VISIT

Start with the  
right mortgage.

Ready to make your move?


